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KAUST Global Fellowship Program
Concept Note Template – Call 2027
www.kgfp.kaust.edu.sa  |  kgfp@kaust.edu.sa  |  Stage 1 Submission: 1 September – 1 October 2026

	NOTES: Complete this template following the Application Guidelines. Write in English using Times New Roman font, size 11, single spaced. Maximum page limit: 3 pages (excluding this cover section). Figures and tables, if included, count toward the page limit. Citations do not count toward the page limit. Save as PDF before uploading.



This template is used for Stage 1 – Concept Note Submission only. Do not submit the Full Research Proposal template at this stage. You will be invited to submit a full proposal only if a KAUST faculty member confirms interest in hosting.
1.  CONCEPT NOTE SUMMARY

	Applicant Name
	

	KAUST Division
	

	Proposal Title
	

	Short Proposal Title 
	

	Keywords (up to 5)
	



Which of the KAUST Research Priorities does your proposal address? (Check at least one):
☐ Water    ☐ Food    ☐ Health    ☐ Energy    ☐ Red Sea    ☐ AI    

2.  RESEARCH ABSTRACT
Provide a succinct and accurate summary of your proposed research, understandable when read independently of the rest of this document. Maximum 200 words.

	Abstract (maximum 200 words)

	


3.  RESEARCH BACKGROUND AND MOTIVATION
Briefly describe the state of the art in your field. What has been done, and what key challenge or gap does your proposed research address? Include how your work connects to KAUST's strategic research areas: Food, Water, Energy, Health, AI, or Red Sea. (~250–375 words)

	Background and Motivation (~250–375 words)

	


4.  RESEARCH OBJECTIVES AND APPROACH
Outline the main objectives of your proposed project and your intended methodology. Explain what makes your approach novel or distinct from existing work. Highlight any expected outputs (publications, datasets, IP, prototypes), and briefly note the significance of these outputs -  e.g., scientific contribution, capacity-building, or relevance to KAUST's strategic research areas.. (~250–375 words)

	Objectives and Approach (~250–375 words)

	



5.  INDICATIVE WORK PLAN
Provide a high-level overview of planned activities across the 3-year Fellowship. This is indicative only — a detailed timeline will be required in the Full Proposal (Stage 3).

	Year
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3

	Activity 1
	
	
	

	Activity 2
	
	
	

	Activity 3
	
	
	



6.  FIT TO KAUST AND POTENTIAL HOSTS
Briefly explain the type of research expertise, group focus, or faculty profile that would be well suited to host your project, and how your proposed research aligns with that direction. If you have identified more than one potential Host PI, you may describe the common thread of fit across them rather than addressing each individually. (~125 words)

	Fit to Host PI and KAUST (~125 words)

	


7.  INDICATIVE BUDGET ESTIMATE
Provide a brief, high-level estimate of annual research costs. A detailed budget will be required in the Full Proposal. Annual ceilings: CEMSE – US$20,000 | PSE – US$30,000 | BESE / BMS – US$40,000.

	Category
	Year 1 (USD)
	Year 2 (USD)
	Year 3 (USD)

	Travel & Conferences
	
	
	

	KAUST Core Lab Facilities
	
	
	

	Consumables & Reagents
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	Annual Sub-total
	
	
	



	Stage 1 Submission Checklist – complete before uploading:
☐  Online application form and attachments.
☐  Concept Note (this document, saved as PDF, max 3 pages of content)
☐  CV (maximum 4 pages, including publications list) – PDF
☐  Two signed reference letters – PDF
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